
Broward Early Childhood Educators Conference 

February 3, 2018 

List of workshops with brief descriptions for registration site 

Morning Sessions:  10:15-12:15 pm 

 

Title of workshop Presenter(s) Brief Description Target Audience 

Caring for Food Allergies: How to 
Navigate in the Preschool 

Environment 

Lydia Bartram and 
Demarus Johnson 

Learn about food 
allergies in young 
children and get 
clear guidance on 
how to successfully 
work with families 
to ensure children 
are safe, healthy 
and supported in 
early childhood 
settings. 

Director/Owner and 
VPK/Preschool 
Teachers 

Connecting Local Research in 
Higher Education to Early 
Childhood Education, II 

Dr. Ken Marquard; 
Astrid Roman 
Galindo; Ana Paula 
Bastos 

Presenters will 
feature two 
ongoing projects 
related to 
environmental 
sustainability habits 
and learning in the 
out-of doors. 

 

Director/Owner and 
VPK/Preschool 
Teachers 

Praising Children and Their 
Behavior 

Yonela Causi This workshop will 
provide strategies 
that promotes 
positive behavior 
and increasing 
children's self-
esteem 

VPK/Preschool 
Teachers/assistants 

Traffic Stop: Positive Solutions to 
Challenging Behavior 

Kimberly Singer Learn how to 
reduce the 
opportunity for 
challenging 
behavior to 
develop, and how 
to create a positive 
guidance system 
along with a rich 
classroom 
community. 

VPK/Preschool 
Teachers/assistants 

T.E.A.C.H. Early Childhood® 
Scholarship Program and Child 
Care WAGE$® Florida Project - 

Kiki Carter; Martha 
Grant 

Get an overview of 
both programs 
including the 

Director/Owner and 
VPK/Preschool 
Teachers 



Professional Development 
Opportunities for Early Childhood 

Educators 

application and 
award process, 
navigation through 
the program 
websites 
highlighting 
resources and tools 
available, and an 
opportunity to ask 
questions and 
clarify information. 

Travel With Joy Joy Veasy Travel with Joy 
takes students on 
virtual tours to 
places 
known/unknown.  
ESE students will 
gain greater 
awareness of the 
world around them, 
develop 
comprehension and 
reading skills. 

Director/Owner and 
VPK/Preschool 
Teachers 

6 Steps to Prep Preschoolers for 
Handwriting Success 

Amy Baez Interactive 
workshop includes 
a breakdown of the 
six essential 
foundational skills 
needed for 
handwriting skills. 
Playful activities, 
insightful tips, and 
therapist-
recommended 
tricks for the 
classroom or home 
will be  

VPK/Preschool 
Teachers/assistants 

Effective Behavior Plans: 
Development, Data, 

Implementation and Ethics 

Karina Soto Learn what it 
means to develop 
an effective 
behavior plan and 
identify 
appropriate data 
collection tools and 
how to interpret 
such data, the use 
of objective 
language, and 

Director/Owner and 
VPK/Preschool 
Teachers 



ethical implications 
when developing 
behavior plans. 

Hush That Fuss! Teresa Kelley Participants will 
explore mindful 
learning, its link to 
social emotional 
learning and how 
incorporate easy 
strategies to help 
children to focus 
and less reactive.  

VPK/Preschool 
Teachers/assistants 

Are You Kidding Me:” Making 
Meaning of Young Children 
Challenging Behaviors 

Dr. Harleen 
Hutchinson 

This session will 
provide 
participants the 
opportunity to 
learn about the 
antecedents of 
challenging 
behaviors in young 
children and gain 
insights into the 
meaning of their 
behaviors 

Director/Owner and 
VPK/Preschool 
Teachers 

Sensory Processing Strategies for 
Educators and Families 

Dr. Sonia Kay and 
Dr. Elise Bloch 

This presentation 
will increase 
knowledge about 
sensory diversity 
and provide 
strategies to modify 
learning and home 
environments. 

Director/Owner and 
VPK/Preschool 
Teachers 

Family Strengthening: A Holistic 
Approach to Early Childhood 
Education 

Jeanette Johnson; 
Ashley Riggs; 
Tanisha Prince 

Learn how you can 
implement family 
strengthening 
strategies and 
services in your 
own school through 
community 
resources.  

Director/Owner and 
VPK/Preschool 
Teachers 

Introduction to Conscious 
Discipline 

Aida Brar, M.S.Ed; 
Carolina White, 
M.Ed 

Learn about 
Conscious 
Discipline and how 
it integrates social 
emotional learning 
with discipline and 
promotes 

Director/Owner and 
VPK/Preschool 
Teachers 



emotional 
intelligence.   

KidVision PreK: Virtual Field Trips 
for Learning & Teaching 
Standards 

Penny Bernath KidVision PreK is an 
online program 
created for 
preschool teachers. 
Teachers can show 
virtual field trips to 
their students and 
use as lesson plans, 
assessments, new 
words, and take 
home pages to 
teach the 
standards.  

Director/Owner and 
VPK/Preschool 
Teachers 

Herramientas de Observación en 
el Aula Preescolar 

Mercedes Delgado Al final de esta 
sesión, los 
participantes 
habrán adquirido 
conocimientos y 
herramientas de  
observación que le 
facilitarán el 
trabajo de 
enseñanza-
aprendizaje con sus 
niños en el aula 
preescolar. 

Director/Owner and 
VPK/Preschool 
Teachers 

P.E.A.R.L.S. Preschool Emergency 
Alert Response Learning System 

Peggy Sammons; 
Marie O'Connell 

PEARLS is a 
program designed 
to provide 
awareness of 
potential 
emergency 
situations and 
present options on 
how to respond to 
mitigate risk and 
protect lives. 

Director/Owner and 
VPK/Preschool 
Teachers 

WORKING WITH THE 
CHALLENGING BEHAVIORS: WHAT 
TO DO WHEN NOTHING ELSE 
WORKS! 

Dr. William DeMeo Through a 
combination of 
role-playing and 
other active 
participatory 
methods, 
participants will 
learn how to 
implement practical 

Director/Owner and 
VPK/Preschool 
Teachers 



and effective 
strategies into their 
program to deal 
with the most 
challenging 
behaviors. 

The Creative Classroom Janet Erlick; Lauren 
Formica 

This workshop will 
provide hands-on 
activities, 
techniques and 
strategies to infuse 
the arts across both 
academic and 
behavioral curricula 
in order to improve 
student outcomes 
and foster a 
positive learning 
environment. 

Director/Owner and 
VPK/Preschool 
Teachers 

Discipline without Damage - 
Doing it Differently than was 
Done to Us 

Jonathan Eastman, 
MS 

Learn key elements 
of Conscious 
Discipline®, an 
evidence-based 
behavior 
management 
approach that 
meets brain needs 
for safety, 
connection and 
age-appropriate 
problem-solving, 
including active 
calming exercises, 
recommended 
responses to 
manage conflicts, 
and internet 
resources. 
 
  
 

Director/Owner and 
VPK/Preschool 
Teachers 

Administration and Scoring of the 
Ages and Stages Social Emotional 
Questionnaire 2ndEdtion 

Kathy Carroll, M.S., 
CCC/SLP; Jessica 
Abou M.A.C.P 

This presentation 
will enable 
participates to 
successfully 
administer, score 
and interpret the 
ASQ: SE 2 

Director/Owner and 
VPK/Preschool 
Teachers 



    

Special Needs, Real Solutions Kimberly Diluzio 
and Dr. Devon 
Kalpholz 

Participants will 
learn how to access 
services through 
Child Find for 
Children ages 0-5 
who are at risk or 
have a disability. 

Director/Owner and 
VPK/Preschool 
Teachers 

Trash to Treasure Adrienne Shawn 
Donaldson 

Learn simple ways 
to use everyday 
materials to create 
art projects for 
children and 
support parent 
involvement. 

VPK/Preschool 
Teachers/assistants 

Reduce Challenging Behaviors Terri Shermett Rock Evidence-based 
practices to reduce 
challenging 
behaviors will be 
discussed as well as 
the critical 
importance for 
developing systems 
to support teacher 
implementation.  

VPK/Preschool 
Teachers/assistants 

Disability 101: Etiquette and 
Awareness 

Billie Morgan, MS The sessions 
demonstrates how 
to relate and 
communicate with 
individuals with 
disabilities 
including 
awareness of 
developmental, 
physical and 
behavioral health 
disabilities 

VPK/Preschool 
Teachers/assistants 

Positive Behavior Supports in the 
Preschool Classroom 

Lori Sugar Learn how to use 
Positive Behavior 
Supports (PBS) to 
effectively address 
challenging 
behaviors.  

Director/Owner and 
VPK/Preschool 
Teachers 

How Safe and Healthy is Your 
Classroom Environment? 

Othondra Hicks, 
M.Ed. 

Learn to identify 
and remove 
potential classroom 
hazards and allow 

VPK/Preschool 
Teachers/assistants 



children to move 
and play freely and 
safely. 

Creativity, Cognition and 
Compassion:  Why They Matter 

Dr. Daniela Fenu 
Foerch 

Learn to analyze 
how thinking and 
global thinking 
routines to engage 
preschoolers in the 
nurturing of 
cultural attitudes of 
curiosity that foster 
cognition, 
creativity, and 
compassion 
through the arts.  

Director/Owner and 
VPK/Preschool 
Teachers 

Using Literature and Effective 
Strategies to Support Social-
Emotional Development 

Evelyn (Evie) 
Schwartz and 
Nicholas Brown 

Learn strategies for 
integrating literacy 
with the 
development of 
social-emotional 
skills 

VPK/Preschool 
Teachers/assistants 

PRO-Planning”- Goal Setting & 
Vision Boards   

Sara Doctofsky Leave this class 
with a tangible 
result of an action 
plan for future 
dreams, goals and 
ideal visions of your 
centers, staff, 
business life and 
personal life. 

Directors 

Caring for YOU when caring for 
others 

Heather Siskind It's time to make 
you a priority. 
Come learn about 
all the parts of YOU 
and set goals for 
what you want to 
accomplish. This 
session will help 
you learn how to be 
your best self! 

Directors 

I'm the boss of me! The 
importance of developing 
executive functioning skills in 
young children. 

Laura Delgado, Dr. 
Tara Huls and  

Ana Roa 

This presentation 
will focus on 
working memory, 
cognitive or mental 
flexibility, and 
inhibitory or self-
control.  

VPK/Preschool 
Teachers/assistants 



SIDS & SUID Certification Training  Rachel Alexander Learn  about SIDS, 
SUID and safe sleep 
environments for 
infants 

VPK/Preschool 
Teachers/assistants 

“THIS IS THE WAY WE MANAGE 
OUR DAY”   Ideas for fun and 
effective classroom transitions 

Suzanne Ekelund Participants will 
learn the 
importance of 
routines, schedules 
and transitions in 
developmentally 
appropriate 
preschool 
classrooms and 
how planning for 
smooth transitions 
may improve social 
skills, behavior and 
learning. 

Infant Toddler and 
VPK Preschool 
Teachers & 
Assistants 

 

 

 

Afternoon Sessions – 1:30 – 3:30 pm 

 

Title of Workshop Presenter(s) Brief Description Target 
Auidence 

Creativity and Courage: 
Directors and Innovation 

Dr. Nancy Brown; Lydia 
Bartram; Bridget Booth; 
Jayne Hafer; Julia Musella 

This workshop will 
explore what 
creativity is today, 
and how we can 
overcome the barriers 
to creativity in our 
schools. 

Director/Owne
r and 
VPK/Preschool 
Teachers 

Praising Children and Their 
Behavior 

Yonela Causi This workshop will 
provide strategies 
that promotes 
positive behavior and 
increasing children's 
self-esteem 

VPK/Preschool 
Teachers/assist
ants 

Travel With Joy Joy Veasy Travel with Joy takes 
students on virtual 
tours to places 
known/unknown.  ESE 
students will gain 
greater awareness of 
the world around 
them , develop 
comprehension and 

Director/Owne
r and 
VPK/Preschool 
Teachers 



reading skills. 

Introduction to Conscious 
Discipline 

Aida Brar, M.S.Ed; Carolina 
White, M.Ed 

Learn about Conscious 
Discipline and how it 
integrates social 
emotional learning 
with discipline and 
promotes emotional 
intelligence.   

Director/Owne
r and 
VPK/Preschool 
Teachers 

Traffic Stop: Positive 
Solutions to Challenging 
Behavior 

Kimberly Singer Learn how to reduce 
the opportunity for 
challenging behavior 
to develop, and how 
to create a positive 
guidance system 
along with a rich 
classroom 
community. 

VPK/Preschool 
Teachers/assist
ants 

Sensory Processing 
Strategies for Educators and 
Families 

Dr. Sonia Kay and Dr. Elise 
Bloch 

This presentation will 
increase knowledge 
about sensory 
diversity and provide 
strategies to modify 
learning and home 
environments. 

Director/Owne
r and 
VPK/Preschool 
Teachers 

 
Hush That Fuss! 
 

Teresa Kelley Participants will 
explore mindful 
learning, its link to 
social emotional 
learning and how 
incorporate easy 
strategies to help 
children  be more 
focused and less 
reactive 

VPK/Preschool 
Teachers/assist
ants 

KidVision PreK: Virtual Field 
Trips for Learning & 
Teaching Standards 

Penny Bernath KidVision PreK is an 
online program 
created for preschool 
teachers. Teachers 
can show virtual field 
trips to their students 
and use as lesson 
plans, assessments, 
new words, and take 
home pages to teach 
the standards. 

Director/Owne
r and 
VPK/Preschool 
Teachers 



P.E.A.R.L.S. Preschool 
Emergency Alert Response 
Learning System 

Peggy Sammons; Marie 
O'Connell 

PEARLS is a program 
designed to provide 
awareness of 
potential emergency 
situations and present 
options on how to 
respond to mitigate 
risk and protect lives. 

Director/Owne
r and 
VPK/Preschool 
Teachers 

The Creative Classroom Janet Erlick; Lauren Formica This workshop will 
provide hands-on 
activities, techniques 
and strategies to 
infuse the arts across 
both academic and 
behavioral curricula in 
order to improve 
student outcomes and 
foster a positive 
learning environment. 

Director/Owne
r and 
VPK/Preschool 
Teachers 

Linking Emotions and School 
Readiness: An Innovative 
Emotional Intelligence 
Approach  

Andrea Adelman, Ph.D. 
Daniela Fenu Foerch, Ph.D. 

Participants will leave  
with the skills to apply 
the Emotional 
Intelligence 
curriculum approach 
and  strategies in their 
classrooms. 

Director/Owne
r and 
VPK/Preschool 
Teachers 

WORKING WITH THE 
CHALLENGING BEHAVIORS: 
WHAT TO DO WHEN 
NOTHING ELSE WORKS! 

Dr. William DeMeo Through a 
combination of role-
playing and other 
active participatory 
methods, participants 
will learn how to 
implement practical 
and effective 
strategies into their 
program to deal with 
the most challenging 
behaviors. 

Director/Owne
r and 
VPK/Preschool 
Teachers 

Storytelling & Positive 
Classroom Interactions 

Beverly Jones Participants will learn 
to integrate oral and 
written narratives 
into their daily 
activities in order to 
promote positive 
teacher-child 
interaction in the 
classroom. 

VPK/Preschool 
Teachers/assist
ants 



Special Needs, Real 
Solutions 

Kimberly Diluzio and Dr. 
Devon Kalpholz 

Participants will learn 
how to access services 
through Child Find for 
Children ages 0-5 who 
are at risk or have a 
disability. 

Director/Owne
r and 
VPK/Preschool 
Teachers 

Seize every moment: 
Activities to encourage 
language development for 
B-5 

Suzanne Cruz; Dorothy 
Koffler; and Jessica 
Espinosa 

Learn about language 
and literacy 
milestones occurring 
from infancy through 
five years of age.  

Director/Owne
r and 
VPK/Preschool 
Teachers 

Trash to Treasure Adrienne Shawn Donaldson Learn simple ways to 
use everyday 
materials to create art 
projects for children 
and support parent 
involvement. 

Director/Owne
r and 
VPK/Preschool 
Teachers 

Positive Behavior Supports 
in the Preschool Classroom 

Lori Sugar Learn how to use 
Positive Behavior 
Supports (PBS) to 
effectively address 
challenging behaviors. 

Director/Owne
r and 
VPK/Preschool 
Teachers 

All About Pinterest Othondra Hicks, M.Ed.  
Learn how to use 
Pinterest as a 
resource site for great 
activities and ideas 
that can be utilize 
working with children 
birth to school-age.  

VPK/Preschool 
Teachers/assist
ants 

Using Literature and 
Effective Strategies to 
Support Social-Emotional 
Development 

Evelyn (Evie) Schwartz and 
Nicholas Brown 

Learn strategies for 
integrating literacy 
with the development 
of social-emotional 
skills 

VPK/Preschool 
Teachers/assist
ants 

Observation + Assessment = 
Individualized Lesson 
Planning 

Marjorie Cohn Dolan, MAT Learn about objective 
observations,  
different  assessment 
tools, using data, 
analyze children’s 
needs and include in 
lesson plans  

Director/Owne
r and 
VPK/Preschool 
Teachers 

“Kindness Is Contagious” – 
Stomping Out Bullying 

Sara Doctofsky This PROgram tackles 
bullying with 
confidence and 
provides "eight" 
strategies participants 

Director/Owne
r and 
VPK/Preschool 
Teachers 



can apply right away.  

Continuity of Care-How 
Relationships Strengthen 
Programs 

Heather Siskind, MSW  
Learn how to group 
children and teachers 
in a research based 
best practice to 
ensure positive 
outcomes for your 
children and families. 

Directors 

Classroom Management Robin Sheridan 
 

Learn how to create a 
classroom with 
minimal behavior 
disturbances! 

VPK/Preschool 
Teachers/assist
ants 

SIDS & SUID Certification Tra
ining  

Rachel Alexander 
Rachel Alexander  

Learn  about SIDS, 
SUID and safe sleep 
environments for 
infants 

VPK/Preschool 
Teachers/assist
ants 

Trauma Informed Care Debbie Kay Gain insight in 
working with children 
who have experience 
any kind of trauma 
and offer an 
empathetic approach. 

VPK/Preschool 
Teachers/assist
ants 

Activities That Help Children 
With Some Challenging 
Behaviors Respond To 
Ordinary Learning 

Margarita Medina During this workshop 
create and get 
involved in fun 
sensory activities to 
help infants and 
toddlers acquire age-
appropriate 
milestones 

Infant Toddler 
and VPK 
Preschool 
Teachers & 
Assistants 

Help! Challenging Behaviors Denise Olivia & Cindy Alexis Get a better 
understanding of 
children's 
development and 
temperaments that 
may affect their 
learning.   

Infant Toddler 
and VPK 
Preschool 
Teachers & 
Assistants 

Fun +Learning+Behavior = 
The Best Educational 
Experiences 

Monica Olmos & Elvira 
Duarte 

 
Learn to use a variety 
of learning 
experiences and 
teaching strategies 
appropriate to 
children's 

Infant Toddler 
and VPK 
Preschool 
Teachers & 
Assistants 



developmental level 
and explore directed 
play, movement, 
visual, art and music. 

 

I'm the boss of me! The 
importance of developing 
executive functioning skills 
in young children. 

Laura Delgado, Dr. Tara 
Huls and  
Ana Roa 

This presentation will 
focus on working 
memory, cognitive or 
mental flexibility, and 
inhibitory or self-
control. 

VPK/Preschool 
Teachers/assist
ants 

“THIS IS THE WAY WE 
MANAGE OUR DAY”   Ideas 
for fun and effective 
classroom transitions 

Suzanne Ekelund Participants will 
learn the 
importance of 
routines, schedules 
and transitions in 
developmentally 
appropriate 
preschool 
classrooms and 
how planning for 
smooth transitions 
may improve social 
skills, behavior and 
learning. 

Infant Toddler and 
VPK Preschool 
Teachers & 
Assistants 

Early Childhood 101 for 
Directors in 2018 

Come join the discussion 
about the ins and outs of 
quality vs. quantity and 
how we as leaders can 
tailor our programs to 
better serve diverse 

learners. 

Dr. Patricia A. 
LaBella, CCC-SLP, 
Ph.D. 

Directors 

 


